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Wl>y House Upset McCarran Riders 


By Jack Steele 
! WASHINGTON. 

. The Rouse pf Representatives, 
■in an unexpected afid ufiusufel 
-revolt Against its Republican 
■leader? And tfie Eisenhower a3- 
rministrgjion, voted last week to 
skill the so-called * McCarran 
riders to give the Secretaries of 
fitate afid Commerce and the 
Attorney General “absolute” 
powers ip dismiss anjf emfjloyees 
o f their. departments in the in- 
terests pf the United!, States. 

: K - The rejection by the House of 
the Mcparran riders, by the 
close vote pf 181 to 16%, will 
I Almost pertaigly touch off a bat-j 

I tie in the Senate— one *whichj 
may shed more light on what 
■Use has been made in recent 
| years oi these riders in the 
| shadowl^nd of the govern’ment's 
evolving, loyalty and security 
; program. ' 

-the Souse action’ was^ unex- 
pected because there has never 
t before J>een a serious attack 
Against these riders, even though 
they have previously given the 
State, Commerce and Military 
Secretaries— but not the ^Attor- 
ney General— the most sweeping 
powers £ver conferred on execu- 
tive officials by Congress to dis- 
miss government employees. 

" Employees, dismissed under 


the riders neetfhe given nd rea- Available evidence indicates 
sons and have ho right of appeal, that the McCarran riders have 
It is clear, however, that Con- been used rather sparingly for 
gress intended that the riders be the actual dismissal of employ- 
used only against employees sus- ees, but have been used more 
pected of being disloyal or poor widely as “threats” to force em- 
securlty risks. ployees suspected of being poor 

Veterans Unite . securlty risks-notably homo- 
The action was unusual in sexuals— to resign, 
that the powerful veterans* or- A government employee thus 
iganizations, which have always threatened with dismissal under 
been in the forefront of the the McCarran riders has little 

campaign for a more stringent c >? o!ce * ut to reslg , n - Such a 
„ * . --nm-arn dismissal carries a clear secur- 

government security piogram, in , npr ii 5 t.h P 


united to urge the repeal of the chances of a one dismlssed 
McCarran riders and were chiefly un(Jer the riders of gettlng fu . 
responsible for the House vote. ^ ure p r j va t e employment. The 

These veterans* groups the emp j 0 y ee ^ threatened has no 
American Legion, the Veterans chance 0 f app eal and a public 
of Foreign Wars and the Dis- pro test only makes his plight 
abled American Veterans— joined WO rse. 
forces to oppose the riders on Fear and Suspicion 
these two major grounds: The House action made it evi- , 

1. The riders are no longer dent that there are growing 
necessary because the Adminis- fears or suspicions in Washing- 
tration’s new loyalty program ton that some new Cabinet of- 
gives the heads of all govern- Acials, in their zeal to clean 
ment agencies adequate powers house, might use the riders-or 
to get rid of any employers held threat to use them-to get 

to be security risks’ rld of em P loyees for P urely P°" 

f litical reasons or tp circumvent 

2. The riders might be used service and veterans* 

by some department heads to prefe £ nce procedures to dismiss 
oust empolyees for political pat- consider incompe- : 

ronage reasons or for incompe- _ * _ • ' 

tence, and thus subvert the < Ap a t >nti *n*nie.lnnE t 


ity onus'* which imperils the 


eterans’ preference laws and frf fjjfr ‘ftptsered by rirnm!^ 


• , . ® , , . both dvil service and veterans' 

by some department heads to fe £ ncc proce dures to dismiss 
oust empolyees for political pat-jy^^ tfc»y consider incomype- 


destroy the civil service system 



F. Byrnes, then Secretary of 
State, informed the Appropri- 
ations Committee that he had 
no way of dismissing twenty- 
nine suspected Communists who 
had been transferred to the de- 
partment as employees of such 
war agencies as the O, W. I. 
This was before any over-all 
government loyalty program was 
in effect. 

The Senate Appropriations 
Committee is expected to restore 
the riders to the State-Com- 
merce - Justice appropriations 
bill, and Sen. Pat McCarran, D„ 
Nev., their original sponsor, to 
lead the battle for them on the 
Senate floor. 
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